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5 Species in O

regon
H

um
m

ingbirds pollinate flow
ers by passing pollen from

 one 
flow

er to the next w
hen feeding on the nectar they sip w

hile 
hovering in m

idair. H
um

m
ingbirds prim

arily pollinate flow
ers 

w
ith tubular shapes to accom

m
odate the bird’s long beak. 

H
um

m
ingbird-pollinated flow

ers produce large quantities 
of nectar at one tim

e com
pared to insect-pollinated flow

ers, 
m

aking frequent visits unnecessary.

Flow
er C

olor: 
Hum

m
ingbirds prefer 

flow
ers that are orange, 

yellow, and red.

Scent:
Since hum

m
ingbirds 

have a poor sense of 
sm

ell, scent is not 
necessary for these 
flow

ers.

Flow
er Shape: 

Hum
m

ingbirds prefer 
long, narrow

 flow
ers 

w
ith central tubes 

designed so the 
hum

m
er has to stick its 

long beak inside, 
brushing its head and 
body against the 
flow

ers’ reproductive 
organs.  

Flow
ers: Honeysuckle, 

trum
pet vine, salvia, 

colum
bine
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