Butterflies and Caterpillar Plant Hosts, Jackson County, Oregon, by David Lee Myers, version April 2024, file #f17

This is a list of almost all of the butterfly species which have been recorded in Jackson County, along with their caterpillar host plants.
Plenty of others might well be here, according to their range maps or a very small number of sightings. I've probably overlooked a few, so updates are welcome.
Certainly more species will be seen and should be added to the data. iNaturalist.org is a good place to start.

Many butterfly host plant associations are not known in any detail for Jackson County. This is an issue especially needing our contributions.
Any sightings of caterpillars, eggs, or ovipositing gestures are helpful. Best of all is to rear the butterfly in a cage, feeding it a known plant species.

About Names:

Taxonomists have been examining specimens, DNA, and historical records.

Many classifications and names have been changed since most reference books were printed.

Scientific name updates migrate slowly through the community and publications, and the best experts often disagree.

Common names change less often, but are not standardized so variations and disagreements occur.

I’ve given all the names | know of, to help you locate species in older references.

Botanists have been changing taxonomy even more, with many plants now in different families than before, and | don’t know enough to help much with those.

Sourced mainly from

Pyle and Labar, Butterflies of the Pacific Northwest, Timber Press 2018; and

Butterflies of Oregon: Their Taxonomy, Distribution, and Biology; Warren, Andrew D., 2005.
Plant taxonomy from www.OregonFlora.org,

Butterfly taxonomy from the Pelham catalog published at www.butterfliesofamerica.com.
iNaturalist.org and Wikipedia consulted occasionally.

Corrections, updates, and clarifications welcomed for this collaborative project.
Compiled by for www.PollinatorProjectRogueValley.org.
david@Davidl.eeMyersPhoto.com, (503)791-6622, Ashland, Oregon
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Butterfly SubFamily Butterfly Host Plant for Caterpillars Butterfly Butterfly Plant Family Host Plants, Genus species
Common Name Taxon B-Subfamily- Genus species subspecies
(former) /alternate Code ScientificName (former)
Spread-wing Skippers | | Silver-spotted Skipper big deervetch, others 11  Eudaminae Epargyreus clarus californicus Fabaceae Hosackia crassifolius
Spread-wing Skippers | | Northern Cloudywing big deervetch 11  Eudaminae Thorybes pylades indistinctus Fabaceae Hosackia crassifolius, others
Spread-wing Skippers Il ' Common Checkered Skipper Mallows 12  Pyrginae Burnsius(Pyrgus) communis Malvaceae Malva parviflora, Sidalcea sp., & many more
Spread-wing Skippers Il | Dreamy Duskywing Willows and aspens, more 12  Pyrginae Erynnis icelus Salicaceae Salix, Populus tremuloides
Spread-wing Skippers Il | Pacuvius Duskywing mountain balm, other ceanothus 12  Pyrginae Erynnis pacuvius lilius Rhamnaceae Ceanothus velutinus, C. sp.
Spread-wing Skippers Il | Persius Duskywing Lupines, lotus 12  Pyrginae Erynnis persius Fabaceae Lupinus sp., Lotus sp., perhaps more
Spread-wing Skippers Il | Propertius Duskywing Oregon white (Garry) oak, other oaks?, Golden chinquapin 12  Pyrginae Erynnis propertius Fagaceae Quercus garryana, maybe Quercus sp,
Chrysolepis chrysophylla
Spread-wing Skippers Il | Two-banded Checkered strawberry, largeleaf avens, cinquefoil (potentilla), 12  Pyrginae Pyrqus ruralis ruralis Rosaceae Fragaria, Geum macrophylllum, Potentilla,
Skipper Argentina
Different-winged Arctic Skipperling(Skipper) grasses 13 Heteroptinae Carterocephalus skada(palaemon) Poaceae maybe Calamagrostis sp. In California, C.
Skippers purpurascens as in California. Or other?
Folded-wing Skippers Common Roadside Skipper grasses 14  Hesperiinae Amblyscirtes vialis Poaceae grasses
Folded-wing Skippers Sachem grasses 14 ' Hesperiinae Atalopedes campestris Poaceae Poa pratensis and probably others
Folded-wing Skippers Dun Skipper Sedges 14  Hesperiinae Euphyes vestris Cyperaceae grasses
Folded-wing Skippers Westerm Branded Skipper grasses & sedges 14 ' Hesperiinae Hesperia colorado sp. (ssp uncertain) Poaceae; grasses; sedges
Cyperaceae
Folded-wing Skippers Columbian Skipper grasses 14 ' Hesperiinae Hesperia columbia Poaceae grasses
Folded-wing Skippers Juba Skipper various bunchgrasses 14 ' Hesperiinae Hesperia juba Poaceae Poa pratensis, Bromus, Deschampsia, but not
known on Bromus tectorum (cheatgrass)
Folded-wing Skippers Lindsey’s Skipper grasses 14 | Hesperiinae Hesperia lindseyi Poaceae grasses
Folded-wing Skippers Rural Skipper grasses 14  Hesperiinae Ochlodes agricola Poaceae grasses
Folded-wing Skippers Woodland Skipper grasses 14 ' Hesperiinae Ochlodes sylvanoides sylvanoides Poaceae grasses
Folded-wing Skippers Mardon Skipper Fescue grasses 14  Hesperiinae Polites mardon klamathensis Poaceae Festuca sp.
Folded-wing Skippers Sandhill Skipper grasses 14 | Hesperiinae Polites sabuleti ssp. Poaceae grasses
Folded-wing Skippers Sonora Skipper grasses 14  Hesperiinae Polites sonora sonora Poaceae grasses
Parnassians Clodius Parnassian Oregon bleeding heart 21 | Parnassiinae Parnassius clodius claudianus Papveraceae Dicentra formosa
Parnassians Mountain Parnassian Stone crop 21 | Parnassiinae Parnassius smintheus sternitzkyi Crassulaceae Sedum sp.
Swallowtails Indra Swallowtail biscuitroot, or desert parsely, others 22 | Papilioninae Papilio indra shastensis Apiaceae Lomatium, others
Swallowtails Anise Swallowtail very wide range of umbelliferae = Carrot family 22 | Papilioninae Papilio zelicaon Apiaceae very wide range of umbelliferae = Carrot family
Swallowtails Pale Tiger Swallowtail alder, maybe birch; buckbrush, snowbrush ceanothus, cascara; 22 | Papilioninae Pterourus(Papilio) eurymedon Betulaceae; Alnus, maybe Betula; Ceanothus cuneatus, C.
serviceberry, oceanspray, bitter cherry, hardhack Rhamnaceae; velutinus, Rhamnus purshiana; Amelanchier,
Rosaceae Holodiscus, Prunus, Spiraea
Swallowtails Two-tailed Tiger Swallowtail Western chokecherry, Klamath plum, others 22 | Papilioninae Pterourus(Papilio) multicaudata Rosaceae Prunus virginiana var. demissa, P. subcordata,

others
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Swallowtails

Sulphurs
Sulphurs
Sulphurs
Marbles, Whites
Marbles, Whites

Marbles, Whites

Marbles, Whites
Marbles, Whites
Marbles, Whites
Marbles, Whites
Marbles, Whites
Marbles, Whites
Marbles, Whites
Copperd

Coppers

Coppers

Coppers

Coppers

Coppers

Hairstreaks

Hairstreaks

Hairstreaks

Hairstreaks
Hairstreaks
Hairstreaks

Hairstreaks

Western Tiger Swallowtail

Orange Sulphur
Western Sulphur
Clouded Sulphur
Gray Marble

Sara’s Orangetip (still Sara in
Jackson Co., Julia to north.)

Large Marble

Pine White
Margined(Veined) White
Cabbage White
Becker’'s White
Western White
Checkered White
Spring White

Gorgon Copper

Blue Copper

Mariposa Copper

Lilac-bordered Copper

Edith’s Copper

Purpllish Copper

Brown Elfin

Bramble Green Hairstreak

Western Pine Elfin

Cedar (Nelson’s) Hairstreak
Johnson’s Hairstreak
Moss’s Elfin

Sheridan’s Green Hairstreak

bigleaf maple; willows, quaking aspen, black cottonwood

alfalfa, birds-foot trefoil, others
many legumes

alfalfa, birds-foot trefoil, others
rockcress, other crucifers

bittercress

details not reported

pines, Douglas-fir, likely others

bittercress, nasturtium, others

kale, broccoli, cabbage family, nasturtiums, others
mustards

native crucifers

mustards

rock cresses and mustards

Nude/Barestem Buckwheat

sylphur flower buckwheat, arrowleaf buckwheat

whortleberry, dwarf bilberry, others

Douglas’ knotweed

alpine sheep sorrel, other docks

sheep sorrrel, bitter (broadleaf) dock, water smartweed, dotted
knotweed waterpepper; silverweed cinquefoil (potentilla)

manzanita, salal, others

big deervetch

ponderosa pine, lodgepole pine, shore pine

incense-cedar
Western Dwarf Mistletoe, in old-growth conifers
stonecrop

arrowleaf buckwheat, barestem buckwheat

22

31
31
31
32
32

32

32
32
32
32
32
32
32
41
41

41

41

41

41

42

42
42

42
42
42
42

Papilioninae

Coliadinae
Coliadinae
Coliadinae
Pierinae

Pierinae

Pierinae

Pierinae
Pierinae
Pierinae
Pierinae
Pierinae
Pierinae
Pierinae
Lycaeninae

Lycaeninae

Lycaeninae

Lycaeninae

Lycaeninae

Lycaeninae

Theclinae

Theclinae

Theclinae

Theclinae
Theclinae
Theclinae

Theclinae

Pterourus(Papilio) rutulus rutulus

Colias eurytheme

Colias occidentalis

Colias philodice

Anthocharis lanceolata lanceolata

Anthocharis sara

Euchloe ausonides transmontana

Neophasia menapia menapia
Pieris marginalis(napi)

Pieris rapae

Pontia beckerii

Pontia occidentalis

Pontia protodice

Pontia sisymbrii

Tharsalea(Lycaena, Epidemia) gorgon

Tharsalea(Lycaena, Epidemia) heteronea

submaculata

Tharsalea(Lycaena, Epidemia) mariposa

ssp.

Tharsalea(Lycaena, Epidemia) nivalis

bichroma, nr. bichroma

Tharsalea(Lycaena) editha editha,
T.e.pseudonexa

Tharsalea(Lycaena) helloides helloides

Callophrys augustinus

Callophrys dumetorum(perplexa)
Callophrys eryphon eryphon

Callophrys gryneus nelsoni
Callophrys johnsoni
Callophrys mossii nr. windi

Callophrys sheridanii lemberti

Sapindaceae;
Salicacae

Fabaceae
Fabaceae
Fabaceae
Brassicaceae

Brassicaceae

Brassicaceae

Pinaceae

Brassicaceae
Brassicaceae
Brassicaceae

Brassicaceae

Brassicaceae
Polygonaceae

Polygonaceae

Ericaceae

Polygonaceae

Polygonaceae

Polygonaceae;
Rosaceae

Ericaceae

Fabaceae

Pinaceae

Cupressaceae
Viscaceae
Crassulaceae

Polygonaceae

Medicago sp., Lotus corniculatus, others
many

Medicago sp., Lotus corniculatus, others
Arabis, others

Cardamine

Perhps Arabis, Descurainia, Schoenocrambe,
Sisymbrium

Pinus, Pseudotsuga
Cardamine, Nasturtium, others

Brassica oleracea, Nasturtium, others

Crucifers

Eriogonum nudum

Eriogonum umbellatum, E. compositum var.
compositum

Vaccinium myrtillus, V. caespitosum, V. sp.

Polygonum douglasii

Rumex paucifolius, R. sp.

Rumex acetosella, R. obtusifolius, Persicaria
amphibia, P. punctata, P hydropiperoides;
Potentilla anserina

Arctostphylos uva-ursi, Gaultheria shallon,
others

Hosackia crassifolia

Pinus ponderosa, Pinus contorta var. contorta,
P, c. var. latifolia

Calocedrus decurrens
Arceuthobium campylopodum
Sedum sp.

Eriogonum compositum, maybe E. nudum



Butterfly SubFamily Butterfly Host Plant for Caterpillars Butterfly Butterfly Plant Family Host Plants, Genus species
Common Name Taxon B-Subfamily- Genus species subspecies
(former) /alternate Code ScientificName (former)
Hairstreaks Golden Hairstreak golden chinquapin, canyon live oak, maybe others 42 | Theclinae Habrodais grunus herri Fagaceae Chrysolepis chrysophylla, Quercus chrysolepis
Hairstreaks Gold-hunter’s Hairstreak Oaks 42 | Theclinae Satyrium auretorum Fagaceae Quercus garryana
Hairstreaks Behr’s Hairstreak bitterbrush (antelope brush) 42 | Theclinae Satyrium behrii Rosaceae Purshia tridentata
Hairstreaks California Hairstreak Bitterbrush, Snowbrush Ceanothus, perhaps Garry Oak 42 | Theclinae Satyrium californica Rosaceae; Purshia tridentata, Ceanothus velutinus; Quercus
Rhamnaceae; garryana
Fagaceae
Hairstreaks Sooty Hairstreak lupines 42 | Theclinae Satyrium fuliginosa tildeni Fabaceae Llupinus sp.
Hairstreaks Hedgerow Hairstreak Ceanothus 42 | Theclinae Satyrium saepium Rhamnaceae Ceanothus
Hairstreaks Sylvan Hairstreak willows 42 | Theclinae Satyrium sylvinus nootka Salicaceae Salix sp.
Hairstreaks Mountain Mahogany Mountain Mahogany 42 | Theclinae Satyrium tetra Rosaceae Cercocarpus ledifolius, var. intermontanus, var.
Hairstreak ledifolius
Hairstreaks Gray Hairstreak many legumes; many mallows; many rosaceae; 42 | Theclinae Strymon melinus Fabaceae;
Malvaceae;
Rosaceae
Blues Sierra Nevada Blue Shooting Star 43 | Polyommatinae Agriades{Plebejus} podarce kimathensis Primulaceae Dodecatheon alpinum, D. jeffreyi?
Blues Echo Blue red osier dogwood; Madrona, Huckleberries, Manzanita; Snow- 43 | Polyommatinae Celastrina echo Cornaceae; Cornus sericea; Arbutus menziesii, Vaccinium,
brush Ceanothus; Ocean Spray, Cherries, Hardhack, Spiraea, Ericaceae; Arctostaphylus; Ceanothus velutinus; Holodiscus
Bitterbrush; Buddleia; Elderberry Rhamnaceae; discolor, Prunus
Rocaceae; Spiraea, Purshia tridentata; Buddleja davidii,
Scrophulariaceae; = Sambucus
Viburnaceae
Blues Western Tailed-blue Legumes 43 | Polyommatinae Cupido amyntula Fabaceae Astragalus, Lathyrus, Lotus and Vicia,
Blues Eastern Tailed-blue Legumes 43 | Polyommatinae Cupido comyntas sissona Fabaceae many legumes
Blues Pacific Dotted Blue wild buckwheat 43 | Polyommatinae Euphilotes enoptes Polygonaceae Eriogonum sp.
Blues Summit(Square-spotted) Blue sulphur flower buckwheat 43 | Polyommatinae Euphilotes{battoides} glaucon ssp Polygonaceae Eriogonum umbellatum
Blues Silvery Blue Legumes 43 | Polyommatinae Glaucopsyche lygdamus incognitus Fabaceae Astragalus, Hosackia, Lathyrus, Lotus, Lupinus,
Medicago, Oxytropis, Vicia, and likely others
Blues Arrowhead Blue Lupines 43  Polyommatinae Glaucopsyche piasus Fabaceae Lupinus
Blues Acmon Blue Bird’s-foot trefoil, lupines, sweetclover; Nude buckwheat, 43 | Polyommatinae Icaricia(Plebejus) acmon Fabaceae; Lotus corniculatus, Lupinus, Melilotus;
arrowleaf buckwheat Polygonaceae Eriogonum nudum, E. compositum
Blues Boisduval’s Blue lupines (many) 43  Polyommatinae Icaricia(Plebejus) icarioides icarioides Fabaceae Lupinus
Blues Lupine Blue only wild buckwheats 43 | Polyommatinae Icaricia(Plebejus) lupini Polygonaceae Eriogonum sp., many
Blues Greenish Blue Dutch (white) clover, springbank clover, alsike clover 43 | Polyommatinae Icaricia(Plebejus) saepiolus rufescens Fabaceae Trifolium repens, T. wormskioldii, T. hybridum
Blues Anna’s Blue lupines. lotus, peas, vetch 43 | Polyommatinae Plebejus anna ricei Fabaceae Lupinus, Lotus, Lathyrus, vicia
Metalmarks Mormon Metalmark many buckwheats 51  Riodinidae Apodemia mormo mormo Polygonaceae Eriogonum sp., many
Milkweed Butterflies Monarch native milkweeds 61 | Danaiinae Danaus plexippus Apocynaceae Asclepias
Fritillaries Callippe Fritillary yellow prairie violet, canary (upland yellow) violet, valley yellow 62  Heliconiinae Argynnis(Speyeria) callippe ssp Violaceae In our area: Viola bakeri, V. praemorsa, V.
violet, evergreen (redwoods) violet vallicola, V. sempervirens
Fritillaries Coronis Fritillary violets 62  Heliconiinae Argynnis(Speyeria) coronis Violaceae Viola



Butterfly SubFamily Butterfly Host Plant for Caterpillars Butterfly Butterfly Plant Family Host Plants, Genus species
Common Name Taxon B-Subfamily- Genus species subspecies
(former) /alternate Code ScientificName (former)
Fritillaries Great Spangled Fritillary violets 62  Heliconiinae Argynnis(Speyeria) cybele pugatensis Violaceae Viola
Fritillaries Great Basin Fritillary violets 62 | Heliconiinae Argynnis(Speyeria) egleis ssp Violaceae Viola
Fritillaries Hydaspe Fritillary stream violet 62 | Heliconiinae Argynnis(Speyeria) hydaspe rhodope Violaceae Viola glabella
blue violet Viola adunca
evergreen violet Viola sempervirens
Fritillaries Northwestern Fritillary blue (hooked-spur) violet, Nuttall’s violet (a.k.a. yellow prairie 62 | Heliconiinae Argynnis(Speyeria) irene(hesperis) dodgei Violaceae Viola adunca, V. nutallii (not in oregonflora.org),
violet), canary violet, goosefoot violet, evergreen violet V. praemorsa, V. purpurea, V. sempervirens
and other violets suspected and maybe others
Fritillaries Zerene Fritillary blue violet 62 | Heliconiinae Argynnis(Speyeria) zerene ssp Violaceae Viola adunca
Fritillaries Western Meadow (Pacific) stream violet 62  Heliconiinae Boloria epithore Violaceae Viola glabella
Fritillary evergreen violet Viola sempervirens
blue violet Viola adunca var. adunca
maybe others Viola sp.
Admirals California Sister Oregon white oak, California black oak, canyon live oak, 63  Limenitidinae Adelpha californica(bredowii) Fagaceae Quercus garryana,, Q. kelloggii, Q. chrysolepis,
California live oak. Q. agrifolia.
golden chinquapin Chrysolepis chrysophylla
Admirals Lorquin’s Admiral Willows, chokecherry 63  Limenitidinae Limenitis lorquini Salicaceae;
Rosaceae
Spiny Brushfoots Milbert’s Tortoiseshell nettles 65  Nymphalinae Aglais milberti subpallida Urticaceae Urtica
Spiny Brushfoots Mourning Cloak Willows favored; other broadleaved trees and shrubs 65  Nymphalinae Nymphalis antiopa Salicaceae; others = Salilx sp.; others
Spiny Brushfoots California Tortoiseshell snowbrush ceanothus, deerbrush 65  Nymphalinae Nymphalis californica Rhamnaceae Ceanothus velutinus, C. integerrimus
Spiny Brushfoots Green Anglewing/Comma birches, alders; willows, aspen 65  Nymphalinae Polygonia faunus rusticus Betulaceae; Betula, Alnus; Salix, Populus tremuloides
Salicaceae
Spiny Brushfoots Zephyr(Hoary) Anglewing/ golden currant, wax currant, sticky currant, swamp currant 65  Nymphalinae Polygonia gracilis zephyrus Grossulariaceae Ribes aureum, R. cereum, R. viscosissimum, R.
Comma (swamp gooseberry) lacustre
Spiny Brushfoots Oreas Anglewing/Comma Currants 65  Nymphalinae Polygonia oreas Grossulariaceae Ribes
Spiny Brushfoots Satyr Anglewing/Comma Stinging Nettle 65  Nymphalinae Polygonia satyrus Urticaceae Urtica dioica
Spiny Brushfoots West Coast Lady nettles; cheeseweed, holllyhock, checkermallow 65  Nymphalinae Vanessa annabella Urticacea; Urtica; Malva neglecta, Alcea rosea, Sidalcea
Malvaceae
Spiny Brushfoots Red Admirable(Admiral) stinging nettle 65  Nymphalinae Vanessa atalanta rubria Urticaceae Urtica dioica
Spiny Brushfoots Painted Lady thistles, plumeless thistles 65  Nymphalinae Vanessa cardui Asteraceae Cirsium
Carduus
Spiny Brushfoots American Lady pearly everlasting 65  Nymphalinae Vanessa virginiensis Asteraceae Anaphalis margaritacea
everlasting, pussytoes Antennaria
Spiny Brushfoots California/Gray Buckeye azure penstemon 66 Nymphalinae Junonia grisea (separated from J. coenia) Plantaginaceae Penstemon azureus
roundleaf fluellin Kickxia spuria
Spiny Brushfoots Hoffmann’s Checkerspot Cascade aster 67  Nymphalinae Chlosyne hoffmanni Asteraceae Eucephalus ledophyllus
Spiny Brushfoots Leanira Checkerspot paintbrush 67  Nymphalinae Chlosyne leanira oregonensis Orobanchaceae Castilleja sp.
Spiny Brushfoots Northern Checkerspot Cascade aster 67  Nymphalinae Chlosyne palla Asteraceae Eucephalus ledophyllus
Spiny Brushfoots Northern Checkerspot western meadow aster 67  Nymphalinae Chlosyne palla eremita Asteraceae Symphyotrichum campestre
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Spiny Brushfoots

Spiny Brushfoots

Spiny Brushfoots

Spiny Brushfoots
Spiny Brushfoots
Spiny Brushfoots

Satyrs, Ringlets

Satyrs, Ringlets

Satyrs, Ringlets
Satyrs, Ringlets
Satyrs, Ringlets

Chalcedona(Variable)
Checkerspot

Snowberry(Colon)
Checkerspot

Edith’s Checkerspot

Mylitta Crescent
California Crescent

Field Crescent

Dark (Small) Wood Nymph

Common (Large) Wood
Nymph

Great Basin Wood Nymph
Northwest(Ochre) Ringlet

Great Arctic

penstemons, figworts; common snowberry

plantain

Canada thistle, bull thistle
peregrine thistle

Cascade aster, (western) showy aster, likely others

needlegrass, grama, fescu, brome

grasses, details unknown

grasses, details unknown
grasses, details unknown

grasses, details unknown

67

67

67

67
67
67

68

68

68
68
68

Nymphalinae

Nymphalinae

Nymphalinae

Nymphalinae
Nymphalinae
Nymphalinae

Satyrinae

Satyrinae

Satyrinae
Satyrinae

Satyrinae

Euphydryas chalcedona ssp

Euphydryas colon(chalcedona colon)

Euphydryas editha nr. rubicunda, & more
ssp

Phyciodes mylitta mylitta
Phyciodes orseis orseis

Phyciodes pulchella nr. pulchella

Cercyonis oetus

Cercyonis pegala ariane

Cercyonis sthenele
Coenonympha california(tullia) eryngii

Oeneis nevadensis nevadensis

Scrophulariaceae;
Caprifoliaceae

Plantaginaceae

Asteraceae
Asteraceae

Asteraceae

Poaceae;
Cyperaceae

Poaceae

Poaceae
Poaceae

Poaceae

Penstemon, Scrophularia;Symphoricarpos albus

“Perhaps” Plantago sp.

Cirsium arvense, C. vulgare,
Cirsium cymosum

Eucephalus ledophyllus, Eurybia conspicuus,
likely others

Achnatherum, Bouteloua, Festuca, Bromus;
Carex

grasses, details unknown

grasses, details unknown
grasses, details unknown

grasses, details unknown





